
St. Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School 

 
Autumn 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 

We are writing to inform you of what your child will be learning and the skills they will be developing during the 

Autumn Term in Reception. 
 

During the autumn term our topic will be ‘Me and My Community’.  As part of this topic, we will become familiar with 

the new rules and routines of school.  We will be encouraging the children to make new friends and feel confident in 

their class.  Together we will look at how we can be helpful, kind and thoughtful at home and school.  We will discuss 

how each one of us is unique and special.  The importance of friendship and how the people in their family, school and 

community are important and can help them. 

Subject 

 

Topic Skills What you can do to help your 

child 
Reading/Communication 

and Language/Writing 

 

Me and My 

Community 

Reading and developing a love of books is 

key to your child’s literacy success. We will 

be sharing books that explore family 

relationships and friendships. Using songs, 

stories and new vocabulary we will be 

encouraging our children to talk about 

their ideas and interests. Through physical 

activities and play our children will learn 

techniques to develop core strength and 

fine motor skills in support drawing shapes 

and forming letters and numbers.  

 Listen to your child, ask them 

questions, and explain to them some 

of your everyday activities to build up 

their vocabulary. Share school 

reading books sent home and enjoy a 

bedtime story together every night. 

Sing favourite songs and nursery 

rhymes. Encourage your child to 

attempt finger activities, for example 

doing their buttons, zips or shoe 

laces.  

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

 

Me and My 

Community 

Together we will discuss how everyone 

is different and special. There might 

be things that make them similar to or 

different from others, including their 

appearance or things that they like to 

do.  We will discuss who helps them at 

home.   We will also complete a range 

of friendship activities highlighting 

the importance of sharing resources 

and taking turns in order to get on 

with others. 

Support your child to bring in 

something from home that is 

special to them. Discuss why it is 

special to them and why they like 

it so much. You will be given a day 

to bring in this item through 

Marvellous Me. 

 

Understanding of the 

World 

 

 

Me and My 

Community 

 

The children will discuss how they 

have grown and changed since they 

were babies.  This will include their 

appearance and what they are able to 

do.  

Together we will look at jobs that 

need doing in the classroom. I will ask 

them to think about which job they 

would like to do to help keep the 

classroom tidy. 

 

Encourage your child to discuss 

how they have changed since they 

were babies.   

Ask your child about how they 

have kept the Reception 

environment tidy and how they 

can help keep their home 

environment tidy. 

 

Expressive Arts 

 

 

Me and My 

Community 

 

The children will be exploring 

patterns, colour and colour mixing, 

using shared handprints. Drawing self-

portraits and making representations 

of family and friends. Modelling 

opportunities will promote the handling 

of small tools safely. 

Encourage your child to make a 

card for a special family member 

or friend. Share using line, 

pattern and colour, for example 

when drawing a rainbow. Make a 

family portrait picture. Add 



scraps of material for clothes or 

wool for hair. 

Physical Development 

 

Me and My 

Community 

 

The children will be encouraged to 

hold their pencil in a tripod grip to 

form letters correctly.  They will 

trace over circles and spirals  in a 

clockwise and anti-clockwise direction 

to develop this. 

Encourage your child in mark 

making activities at home 

encouraging them to hold the 

pencil in a tripod (thumb and 

index finger) grip. 

 

 

PE is a Wednesday, your child can come to school wearing their PE kit,  

 

 

£1.00 voluntary Early Years Fund is collected every Monday morning. It is greatly valued and helps us to cover the 

costs involved in buying the ingredients for our cookery sessions, playdough and resources for Reception. 

 

Please continue to help your child with the following: 

-Support with writing their first name and surname. 

-Recognising numerals 1-10 then 1-20 and writing them. 

-Encourage your child to mark make as much as possible, drawing pictures and writing sounds, CVC words and simple 

sentences. 

-Encouraging self-help skills such as dressing, fastening buttons and zips, putting socks and shoes on. 

 

Marvellous Me 

If you have not already joined Marvellous Me you will be given a parent code so that you can sign up to it on either 

iPhone or Android. We use Marvellous Me to send messages and reminders through the school year and reward your 

child.  
 

Reading 

Your child will be getting a reading book in the next few weeks. Developing early reading skills is hugely important for 

young children. Please share your child’s reading book and keywords/action words with them every day.   

Reading books will be given out on a Monday and need to be returned on a Friday. 

 

Resources: 

Milk bottle tops, small boxes, tubes, scrap materials, wool or ribbon donations, or any other recyclable materials would 

be appreciated. These materials will support the resourcing of our craft and modelling area.  

 

Evidence Me 

We will be sharing your child’s learning journey with you on Evidence Me; this is a chance to see what your child has 

been doing over the week and how you can further support them at home. Please make sure we have an email address 

for you and you have downloaded the app as stated in the letter you were given.  

 
 

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

Mrs Hopkins and Mrs Bailey 

 

 


