
St. Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School 

 

Spring 2022 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
We are writing to inform you of what your child will be learning and the skills they will be developing during 

the Spring Term in Reception. 

 

During the Spring term our topic will be ‘Once Upon a Time’.  As part of this topic, we will develop a love of 

stories and reading.  The children will learn, retell and act out familiar and traditional tales including 

Cinderella, Goldilocks, Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs and The Three Billy Goats Gruff. 

Subject 

 

Topic Skills What you can do to help your 

child 

Reading/Communication 

and Language/Writing 
 

Once Upon a 

Time 

We will develop a love of traditional 

tales through sharing a range of 

stories including ‘Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears’.  Together we will 

develop story maps focussing on 

retelling the different stories.   This 

will develop an understanding of what 

has been read to them using their 

own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary.  

 Read a range of traditional tales 

with your child and find out which 

books they are familiar with and 

what their favourite stories are. 

Encourage them to join in with 

repeated refrains and anticipate 

key events as you read. Share 

school reading books sent home 

and enjoy a bedtime story 

together every night.  

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

 

Once Upon a 

Time 

Through looking at the relationships 

between characters in different 

traditional stories.  The children will 

be encouraged to think about times 

when something went wrong because 

of their actions or the actions of 

others. Explain that when you do good 

things, it makes you feel good inside, 

but when you make bad choices, it 

makes you feel sad. 

Support your child to talk about 

their school day.  What do they 

enjoy?  What did they not enjoy 

and why?  This will help them to 

develop constructive and 

respectful relationships with 

others. 

 

Understanding of the 

World 

 

 

Once Upon a 

Time 

 

The children will look at the clothes 

from the past and discuss what the 

people in the pictures are wearing.  

The children will then be invited to 

describe the clothing and compare 

how they are different from the 

clothes they wear today. 

The children will draw simple maps of 

the different journeys that the 

characters have made. 

Look in books or on the internet at 

how clothes have changed.  This 

will help them to recognise 

similarities and differences 

between things in the past and 

now. 

Look at different maps and the 

features of a map including a key 

so that your child understands 

that we can draw information. 

Expressive Arts 

 

 

Once Upon a 

Time 

The children will make a mask of 

their favourite fairy tale character. 

They will be encouraged to consider 

any special features the mask might 

need. 

Using a range of resources, including 

newspaper rolled tightly into tubes 

and cardboard the children will be 

set the challenge of making a bridge 

to span two tables or two chairs. 

Encourage your child to make a 

mask at home and take on the role 

of a character.  This will help them 

to develop storylines in their 

pretend play.  Encourage them to 

engage in music making and dances 

as a way to express their feelings. 



Physical Development 

 

Once Upon a 

Time 

The children will be encouraged to 

hold their pencil in a tripod grip to 

form letters correctly.   

In PE the children will learn a range 

of dances relating to the traditional 

tales.  This will help them to move 

towards a more fluent style of 

movement with control and grace. 

Encourage your child in mark 

making activities at home 

encouraging them to hold the 

pencil in a tripod (thumb and index 

finger) grip. 

 

PE is on a Wednesday and your 

child should come to school 

wearing their PE kit. 

 

 

 

£1.00 voluntary Early Years Fund is collected every Monday morning. It is greatly valued and helps us to cover the 

costs involved in buying the ingredients for our cookery sessions, playdough and resources for Reception. 

 

Please continue to help your child with the following: 

-Support with writing their first name and surname. 

-Recognising numerals 1-10 then 1-20 and writing them. 

-Encourage your child to mark make as much as possible, drawing pictures and writing sounds, CVC words and simple 

sentences. 

-Encouraging self-help skills such as dressing, fastening buttons and zips, putting socks and shoes on. 

 

Marvellous Me 

If you have not already joined Marvellous Me you will be given a parent code so that you can sign up to it on either 

iPhone or Android. We use Marvellous Me to send messages and reminders through the school year and reward your 

child.  

 

Reading 

Developing early reading skills is hugely important for young children. Please share your child’s reading book and 

keywords/action words with them every day.   

Reading books will now be given out daily and it is expected that your child changes their book at least twice a 

week. 

 

Resources: 

Milk bottle tops, small boxes, tubes, scrap materials, wool or ribbon donations, or any other recyclable materials would 

be appreciated. These materials will support the resourcing of our craft and modelling area.  

 

Evidence Me 

We will be sharing your child’s learning journey with you on Evidence Me; this is a chance to see what your child has 

been doing over the week and how you can further support them at home. Please make sure we have an email address 

for you and you have downloaded the app as stated in the letter you were given.  

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

 

Mrs Hopkins and Mrs Bailey 

 

 


