
St Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School, Stockton-on-Tees 

Geography Progression of Skills  

 

Threshold Concepts 

Location and Place Knowledge Geographical Techniques and Terms 

Physical Features and Processes Human Interaction with the Environment 

 

 
Year A 

Autumn Spring Summer 

KS1 

Year 1 and 2 
Where I live Weather Brazil 

LKS2 

Year 3 and 4 

 

Seaside Rocks Angry Earth-Volcanoes Swimming in Plastic 

UKS2 

Year 5 and 6 

 

Angry Earth-Japanese 

Tsunami 

Biomes- Tropical 

Rainforest 
Journey of the River Tees 

 



Year A 
Location and Place 

Knowledge 

Geographical Techniques and 

Terms 

Physical Features and 

Process 

Human Interactions 

with the Environment 

K 

S 

1 

Autumn – 

Where I 

live 

Describe the location of features and 

routes on a map. 

 

Understand sense of place in relation 

to home and school in the context of 

pupil’s own locality/ school. 

 

Name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four countries 

and capital cities of the UK and its 

surrounding seas. 

To use simple fieldwork & observational 

skills to study the surrounding 

environment. 

 

To devise a simple map and use basic 

symbols in a key.  

 

To use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the UK and its countries. 

Recognise physical features in 

the context of pupil’s own 

locality. 

Understand basic geographical 

features: houses and other 

buildings –shops, leisure centres, 

parks, schools and churches 

(human features). 

Spring – 

Weather 

Describe where the line of the equator 

is on a map of the world.  

 

Understand that climate is the 

temperature of a place over a period 

of time.  

 

Name, locate and identify hot and cold 

counties. Also locate the line of the 

Equator.  

 

Locate Rainforests on a world map. 

Also Identify where extreme and 

dangerous weather usually occurs (the 

cold air from Canada meeting the warm 

air). 

To use observational skills to discuss 

weather and changes on the seasons.  

 

To discuss daily weather changes.  

 

To use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify hot and cold places in the world. 

Antigua, the Arctic circle and Antarctica. 

Rainforests and the line of the Equator. 

Recognise the physical 

features in the rainforest and 

hot/cold countries.  

 

Understand the how this is 

necessary for the animals that 

live there. 

Understand basic geographical 

features. 

 

Understand deforestation and 

how this has such an impact on 

the animal’s habitat. 

Summer – 

Brazil 

Understand the culture and carnival 

festivals that are celebrated.    

  

Name, locate and identify Oceans and 

Continents, South America, Brazil, and 

other countries that share their 

borders with Brazil, cities within 

Brazil, including the capital and Rio de 

Janeiro.   

 

To use observational skills. 

  

To use world maps, atlases, and globes to 

identify Oceans and Continents, South 

America, Brazil, and other countries that 

share their borders with Brazil, cities 

within Brazil, including the capital and Rio 

de Janeiro.  

 

Recognise the physical 

features in each of the 

continents, for e.g., rivers, 

mountains, rainforests, and 

deserts. 

Describe what it would be like to 

go to a carnival in Rio de Janeiro.  



Year A 
Location and Place 

Knowledge 

Geographical Techniques and 

Terms 

Physical Features and 

Process 

Human Interactions 

with the Environment 

L 

K 

S 

2 

Autumn – 

Seaside 

Rocks 

Locate the UK on a world map and 

locate famous British coastal resorts 

on a map of the UK.  

 

Know what features you would expect 

to find at the coast which are both 

human and physical.  

 

Pupils will also understand the coast is 

a source of tourism and leisure. 

 

 

Use of maps, atlas, photographs, aerial 

views and possibility of sketch maps. 

 

Terms: cause effect response abrasion 

arch, bay, beach, cave, caves, chalk, clay, 

cliff, coast, dramatic, dune, erosion, hard 

rock, headland, high tide, hydraulic action, 

low tide, notch, resistant, soft rock, spit, 

stack, storm surge, stump, tide, 

undercutting, wave-cut, weathering. 

Learn about the process of 

erosion and how this affects 

the landscape over time.  

 

Know how the physical features 

found at the coast are formed 

as a result of erosion. 

How human intervention can be 

required in order to slow the 

process of erosion.  

 

To know that human activity in 

coastal areas can alter the 

landscape in a different way and 

can affect the wildlife and cause 

pollution. 

Spring - 

Angry 

Earth-

Volcanoes 

Understand that a country’s position in 

relation to plate boundaries effects 

the likelihood of volcano formation and 

activity. 

 

Locate the Ring of Fire and Volcanoes 

around the world. 

 

Compare the location of the UK and 

Pompeii. 

 

 

Use of Maps, atlas, and technical 

drawings.  

 

Terms: cause effect response, 

destructive, tectonic, development, social, 

economic environmental, plate boundary, 

lava, magma, active, dormant, extinct, 

shield volcanoes, composite volcanoes, 

cinder cones, lava domes. 

Understand the structure of 

the earth, plate tectonics and 

how they create earthquakes, 

tsunamis and volcanoes. 

 

Know what causes different 

types of volcano to erupt. 

How a country’s wealth affects 

the level of response and the 

effects to a disaster.   

 

How people prepare for natural 

disasters. 

 

Understand the social, economic 

and environmental impacts of 

natural disasters on people. 

Summer – 

Swimming 

in Plastic 

Locate the world's oceans and seas in 

relation to the UK. Understand where 

products move to in the process of 

disposal of plastics and recycling. 

Maps, atlas, photographs, aerial views and 

possibility of sketch maps. 

 

Terms: Single use plastic, recycling, 

habitats, fragile ecosystems, 

sustainability, environmental, social, 

economic, climate change, cause, effect, 

response, management, local link, pollution. 

 

Oceans and seas, pollution to 

the environment, climate 

change, interdependence of a 

habitat and how they are 

fragile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change, humans causing 

litter pollution through plastic, 

recycling, Use of coastal 

landscapes and oceans, how 

humans can act more sustainably 

to help solve the issue of plastic 

waste. 



Year A 
Location and Place 

Knowledge 

Geographical Techniques and 

Terms 

Physical Features and 

Process 

Human Interactions 

with the Environment 

U 

K 

S 

2 

Autumn – 

Japanese 

Tsunami  

Locate Japan on world map and learn 

terms: –northern hemisphere, island 

nation, Asia, tsunami hit east coast of 

Japan and locate the areas affected. 

 

Key topographical features – notice 

the mountainous nature of Japan and 

lack of flat land to build on –

populations squeezed into coasts. 

Maps, atlas, photographs, aerial views and 

possibility of sketch maps. 

 

Terms: cause effect response, 

destructive, earthquake, tsunami, 

tectonic, development, High Income 

Country (HIC), social economic 

environmental, case study, plate boundary, 

topography, displacement, sea floor, global 

and national, 

Learn about Plate boundaries 

and earthquakes/ tsunamis. 

Mountains, coasts, tectonic 

movements. 

How an HIC ((High Income 

Country) affects the level of 

response and the effects in a 

disaster.   

 

How the physical features of 

Japan has determined land use 

and the consequences of this 

when the tsunami struck. 

Spring – 

Biomes – 

Tropical 

Rainforest  

Tropical Rainforest: South America 

Temperate Deciduous Forest: UK 

 

Southern/Northern hemispheres 

Equator. 

 

Climates in different areas of the 

planet.        

 

Flora and fauna found in different 

biomes. 

Interpret a range of sources of 

geographical information, including maps, 

diagrams, globes, aerial photographs. 

  

Communicate information in a variety of 

ways, including through maps, numerical 

and quantitative skills and writing at 

length. 

 

Ask and answer questions using a range of 

methods to describe features studied. 

 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 

and present the human and physical 

features in the local area using a range of 

methods, including sketch maps, plans, 

graphs and digital technologies. 

Physical features tropical 

rainforests (South America) 

and temperate deciduous 

forests (UK). 

 

Differences between a 

rainforest and a temperate 

deciduous forest. 

Human use of the rainforest. 

 

Economic activity (goods and 

services). 

 

Trade. 

 

Deforestation. 

 

 

Summer – 

Journey 

of the 

River 

Tees 

Name, locate and identify key rivers 

on a global, national, and local scale.  

 

Focus on local river of the River 

Tees/Wear. 

Use of Maps, atlas, photographs, aerial 

views, and possibility of sketch maps.  

 

Terms: water cycle, evaporation, 

condensation, precipitation, drainage 

basin, source, mouth, confluence, 

tributary, channel, erosion, 

transportation, deposition, waterfall, 

plunge pool, gorge, meander, oxbow lake, 

floodplain, levees, flooding. 

Learning about the processes 

involved in forming different 

features of a river. Focus on 

different features in different 

sections of a river. 

How the physical processes of a 

river impact on human activity in 

the local area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


