
 

St Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School, Stockton-on-Tees 

History Progression of Skills  

 

Threshold Concepts 

Chronology  Investigating the Past 

Communicating History Thinking like a historian 

 

 
Year A 

Autumn Spring Summer 

KS1 

Year 1 and 2 
Gunpowder Plot Explorers Comparing Queens 

 

LKS2 

Year 3 and 4 

 

Stone Age to Iron Age Ancient Egypt 
Henry VIII and the 

Reformation 

UKS2 

Year 5 and 6 

Victorian Britain and the 

Industrial Revolution 

Changing Power of the 

Monarchy 
Crime and Punishment 



Year A Chronology  Investigating the Past Communicating History 
Thinking like a 

historian 

K 

S 

1 

Autumn – 

Gunpower 

Plot 

Understand where 1605 is placed 

in time in comparison to the time 

when their grandparents were 

born. 

 

Sequence events of the 

Gunpowder Plot. 

 

Understand how Bonfire Night 

celebrations have changed over 

time. 

 

 

Use sources and facts to 

describe life in 1605. 

 

Use knowledge to identify 

objects that  

are modern and objects that are 

from the past. 

 

Match sources to statements to 

discover what happened. 

Ask and answer questions about the past 

based on visual prompts. 

 

Question the role of plotters in the 

Gunpowder Plot. 

 

Describe and explain what happened. 

Identify similarities and 

differences between 1605 and 

today.  

 

Recognise the cause of Bonfire 

Night and why it is 

remembered today.  

 

Describe how Bonfire Night 

has changed over time. 

Spring – 

Explorers 

Place significant explorers in 

chronological order. 

 

Use historical language to talk 

about and compare explorers 

from the past e.g. before, after, 

later, earlier.  

 

Describe events from the lives of 

explorers in order. 

 

Discuss what historical sources 

(paintings, letters, artefacts) 

tell us about the past and the 

lives of the individuals studied. 

Ask and answer questions about the lives of 

significant individuals and the time periods in 

which they lived. 

 

Use historical and topic-related vocabulary. 

Identify impact/achievements 

of the explorers studied. Make 

comparisons between explorers 

and their achievements. 

 

Begin to make 

judgements/develop own 

perspectives based on what has 

been learnt. 

Summer – 

Comparing 

Queens 

Understand that our 

present/current Queen has been 

queen for a long time (longest 

reigning monarch)  

 

Place the reigns of the Queens in 

order; know who was the ‘earliest’ 

and who is the most recent. 

Sequence events from life of 

queens. 

Identify ‘clues’ which tell us that 

someone is from the past, and 

begin to compare these e.g. from 

portraits/photographs. 

 

Use sources and facts to 

describe aspects of life during 

Victorian and Elizabethan times. 

Ask and answer questions about the lives of 

significant individuals and the time periods in 

which they lived.  

 

Use historical vocabulary. 

Identify what makes each 

Queen significant/what they 

are remembered for. 

 

Identify similarities and 

differences between the reigns 

of each Queen.  

 

Identify similarities and 

differences between the 

periods in which they lived. 

 

 



Year A Chronology  Investigating the Past Communicating History 
Thinking like a 

historian 

L 

K 

S 

2 

Autumn – 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age 

The children will place events on a 

timeline, detailing the shift from 

the Stone Age → Bronze Age → 

Iron Age 

The children will explore life and 

some of the achievements from 

each of the 3 Ages They will 

identify how we know about this 

period of history (refer to the 

limited evidence base) 

The children will recognise connections, 

contrasts and trends over time and they will 

begin to use the appropriate historical 

terms/vocabulary.  

 

They will ask and answer historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity and 

difference, and significance. They will begin 

to make informed responses based upon 

relevant historical information. They will 

begin to understand how our knowledge of 

the past is constructed from a range of 

sources. 

 
Vocabulary (this list may not be exhaustive) -B.C., 

caveman, Palaeolithic, Neanderthal, hunter-gatherer, 

Mesolithic, nomadic, Neolithic, society, hide, homo sapien, 

settlement, domesticated, quern, plough, sickle, loom, 

ancestors, Skara Brae, ancestors, consequence, climate, 

communal, historical source, copper, tin, bronze, 

agriculture. 

Cause and effect-What were the 

causes of past events? What were 

the effects? Who or what made 

the change happen? 

 

Change and continuity-What 

changed/remained the same? Who 

benefited/did not benefit and why? 

 

Using the past-How does the past 

help us to make sense of the 

present? 

 

Through their eyes-How do you 

think people in the past viewed 

their world? What values, skills and 

knowledge did people need to 

succeed/survive? 

Spring – 

Ancient 

Egypt 

Placing the Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation in time, recognising 

‘crossover’ between some time 

periods, e.g. Stone Age –Bronze 

Age in England; Ancient Greeks. 

 

Timeline of Ancient Egypt (pre-

dynastic –New Kingdom) and key 

features of each period.  

 

Chronology of important 

discoveries linked to sources 

studied (Rosetta Stone, 

Tutankhamun’s tomb). 

Understand how a primary source 

can give historians information 

about a time period. 

 

Significance of historical sources 

of evidence, and archaeological 

discovery. 

Using historical terms and key vocabulary to 

ask and answer questions, describe and 

explain aspects of the Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation. 

Compare and contrast Ancient 

Egypt with modern-day Egypt; 

Ancient Egyptian religion with 

other religions.  

 

Consider aspects of 

similarities/differences and 

continuity/change. 

 

Consider what we can learn from a 

range of historical sources.  

 

Recognise diversity between 

different people (power and 

importance) in Egyptian society. 

Summer – 

Henry VIII 

and the 

Reformation 

Understand where monarchs and 

events within their rules ‘fit’ in 

history.  

Understand the difference 

between primary and secondary 

sources of evidence.  

Use historical terms. 

 

Use historical vocabulary. 

 

Understand where there is 

change and continuity. 

 

Identify cause and 

consequence.  



Year A Chronology  Investigating the Past Communicating History 
Thinking like a 

historian 

U 

K 

S 

2 

Autumn – 

Victorian 

Britain  

Use historical language to talk 

about events e.g. before, then, 

now, after. 

 

Pupils will be able to understand 

the concept of change and how 

significant or long-lasting the 

effect of key developments were. 

 

Chronologically order life events 

for individuals such as George 

Stephenson and William Towers 

to understand what their life 

experience may have been like. 

Develop source analysis and 

comprehension skills to discern 

what individual sources tell us 

about the past. 

 

Understand that no single source 

of evidence gives the full answer 

to questions about the past. 

 

Critically consider why different 

sources and interpretations may 

give different views of the past. 

Analyse a wide range of evidence 

in order to justify claims about 

the past. 

Use primary and secondary sources to reach 

judgements. 

Change-Continuity–Cause-

Consequence. 

 
Use historical vocabulary Industrial –

Revolution –Agriculture Economic –

Invention -Export Census -Labour –

Collieries Monarch -Victorian -Era 

Laissez Faire –Social –Reform Welfare –

Class –Society Poverty –Population -

Sanitation  

 

Discuss and reach conclusions 

about the accuracy of 

historical sources of evidence. 

Spring – 

Changing 

Power of 

the 

Monarchy 

Understand where monarchs and 

events within their rules ‘fit’ in 

history. 

 

Help pupils understand the 

concept of change over time. 

 

Use dates and terms accurately in 

describing events. 

Understand the difference 

between primary and secondary 

sources of evidence and use 

sources of evidence to deduce 

information about the past. 

 

Analyse a wide range of evidence 

in order to justify claims about 

the past and understand that no 

single source of evidence gives 

the full answer to questions 

about the past. 

Use historical vocabulary: Monarch - Heir-

Hereditary - Constitutional Monarchy-

Absolute Monarchy – Sovereign – Rebellion -

Reliability – Source - Evidence - Magna Carta 

Baron – Parliament - Aristocracy Succession -

Abdication 

Understand where there is 

change and continuity across 

time periods. 

 

Identify cause and consequence 

for events. 

 

Recognise similarities and 

differences within a 

period/situation. 

 

Explain the significance of 

events or people. 

Summer – 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Pupils use specialist terms such as 

BC, AD, decade, century etc. in 

their explanation of chronology.   

  

Pupils place different periods in 

time on a timeline, discussing their 

chronology in relation to one 

another.  

 

Interpretation of evidence 

through analysis of historical 

sources from the time.  

  

Making inferences from sources 

about what they tell us about the 

past.   

Conduct historical enquiry about 

the reliability of sources.   

 

Use historical terms and vocabulary  

   

Ask and answer questions.  

  

Construct arguments and reach conclusions.  

 

Change and continuity - pupils 

will consider changes in what 

constitutes a crime and the 

associated punishments that 

have been identified in 

different time periods. 

Similarities and differences will 

be explored and identified 

between the different time 

periods and an understanding 



developed to show how and why 

the changes came about.  

  

Cause and consequence - pupils 

will consider the cause and 

impact of varying punishments 

in relationship to the crimes and 

consider the consequences, if 

any, on crime prevention.  

  

Significance - pupils will 

consider the significance of the 

crime within society and 

whether the level of punishment 

was reflective of the crime. 

Consideration will be made 

around the significance of 

changing attitudes.  

 

 


