
St. Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School 

 

Summer 2022 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
We are writing to inform you of what your child will be learning and the skills they will be developing during 

the Summer Term in Reception. 

 

During the summer term our first topic will be ‘Big Wide World’.  As part of this topic, we will develop an 

understanding of where we live and the wonders of our world. We will explore features of different 

continents, for example through climate, animals, food and music. We will look for similarities and 

differences in contrasting places and nurture a positive and expressive appreciation for the wonderful 

world in which we all live.  The second topic of the summer term will be ‘Sunshine and Sunflowers’.  The 

topic will provide opportunities for outdoor learning.  The children will learn about plants and animals in 

their local environment and how to take care of them.  We will also learn about the season of summer and 

discuss how to stay safe in the sun. 
Subject 

 

Topic Skills What you can do to help your 

child 

Reading/Communication 

and Language/Writing 
 

Big Wide 

World 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine 

and 

Sunflowers 

Children will learn for Our First Book 

of Geography and story books from 

other countries. We will explore and 

learn new vocabulary related to 

geographical and cultural features of 

our world. The children will write 

simple sentences and use their 

phonological awareness to make 

plausible spellings, using capital 

letters and a full stop. Children will 

continue to expand on reading letter 

blends/phonemes and practise pencil 

control and letter formation. Children 

will also have opportunities to visit 

the school library and share class 

books to promote a love of reading.  

 

We will share the story ‘Errol's 

Garden’ by Gillian Hibbs.  Together, 

we will look at the pictures and 

discuss the families and characters 

involved in creating the rooftop 

garden.  We will also share the story 

‘My Butterfly Bouquet’ by Nicola 

Davies. Looking at the different 

seasons and events in the story. 

Share books that tell stories from 

different countries and expand on 

the different cultures of our 

world. Look at an Atlas and use 

specific geographical vocabulary 

for continents, countries, seas and 

oceans.  

Practise letter formation, using 

the RWI letter shape rhymes that 

your child knows. Relate capital 

letters to lower case shapes. 

Continue to read daily, through the 

scheme books that your child 

brings home and return them each 

day. 

 

 

Share the stories Erol’s Garden 

and My Butterfly Bouquet.  Both 

stories are available to watch on 

You Tube.  Discuss the characters 

and events in the stories. 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

 

Big Wide 

World 

 

 

 

 

 

Through exploring continents around 

the world children will be given 

opportunities to recognise 

differences as well as similarities 

between cultures. As ever we will 

foster respect for people and care 

for our environment. 

We will talk about the ways that we 

can stay safe in the sun. Work with 

Support your children to develop 

an understanding of how people 

may seem different and yet share 

similar feelings and needs. 

 



Sunshine 

and 

Sunflowers 

the children in small groups to make a 

'safe in the sun' poster on a large 

sheet of paper by asking the children 

to draw pictures to show different 

ways to stay safe in the sun. 

Involve your child in getting ready 

for a hot day in Reception.  What 

do they need to wear? 

Understanding of the 

World 

 

 

Big Wide 

World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine 

and 

Sunflowers 

Children will be introduced to the 

continents of our world and related 

geographical features. We will 

explore hot, dry, cold, and wet 

climates. Also the range of animals 

that live in different habitats, and 

the rich and beautiful features of 

our diverse world. 

 

The children will learn that plants 

need air, sunlight, warmth, water and 

nutrients from soil to grow. 

They will also learn the different 

parts of plants include roots, stem, 

leaves, flowers and petals.  They will 

take part in a range of gardening and 

planting activities. 

 

Use internet and books to name 

the continents. Explore the variety 

of animals found in different 

places. Encourage you child to 

describe the different places and 

say which animals are found where. 

 

 

 

Encourage your child to take part 

in some gardening and planting 

activities at home.  Could they look 

after a pot plant?  Try planting 

some plants or bulbs at home.   

Expressive Arts 

 

 

Big Wide 

World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine 

and 

Sunflowers 

Children will be given the opportunity 

to listen to music from different 

parts of the world and interpret 

through movement and dance. They 

will continue to develop skills, for 

example scissor control to manipulate 

materials and refine eye hand 

control. We will also prepare and 

taste food from around the world. 

 

The children will be shown copies of 

Vincent van Gogh's Sunflowers 

paintings.  They will then explore the 

thickened paint to create a Vincent 

van Gogh-style sunflower painting.  

The children will also be shown a 

variety of garden flowers.  They will 

then use pastels and paper to create 

close observational drawings of the 

flowers. 

Use YouTube to listen to music 

from different continents and look 

at traditional dance and costumes. 

Encourage your child to interpret 

the music they hear, for example 

use movements to move like an 

animal from this part of the world. 

Help your child to hold and 

manipulate a pair of scissors. 

 

Encourage your child to make, draw 

and paint flowers and plants.  Allow 

them time to practise drawing the 

different shapes and using 

crayons, pencils, felt tips and paint. 

Physical Development 

 

Big Wide 

World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children will be encouraged to 

hold their pencil securely and 

practice letter shape families, for 

example use and anticlockwise action 

or retrace a line up and down. 

Children will focus on catching and 

kicking a ball as well as controlling 

how they throw a range of equipment. 

We will also be using the bikes and 

trikes to maneuver around obstacles. 

 

Support your children to use a 

knife and fork appropriately, 

encouraging their independence to 

cut and feed themselves using 

these tools. Take a ball to the park 

and enjoy a game of football 

together or play throw and catch 

games. 

 

 

 



Sunshine 

and 

Sunflowers 

The children will be introduced to 

games, such as 'Stuck in the mud', 

where they work together. After 

running and playing, I will encourage 

them to feel their hearts beating. 

We will then discuss how exercise 

keeps their heart and body healthy.  

PE is on a Wednesday and your 

child should come to school 

wearing their PE kit. 

 

 

 

£1.00 voluntary Early Years Fund is collected every week. It is greatly valued and helps us to cover the costs involved 

in buying the ingredients for playdough and general resources for Reception. 

 

Please continue to help your child with the following: 

-Support with writing their first name and surname. 

-Recognising numerals 1-10 then 1-20 and writing them. 

-Encourage your child to mark make as much as possible, drawing pictures and writing sounds, CVC words and simple 

sentences. 

-Encouraging self-help skills such as dressing, fastening buttons and zips, putting socks and shoes on. 

 

Marvellous Me 

If you have not already joined Marvellous Me you will be given a parent code so that you can sign up to it on either 

iPhone or Android. We use Marvellous Me to send messages and reminders through the school year and reward your 

child.  

 

Reading 

Developing early reading skills is hugely important for young children. Please share your child’s reading book and 

keywords/action words with them every day.   

Reading books will now be given out daily and it is expected that your child changes their book at least twice a 

week. 

 

Resources: 

Milk bottle tops, small boxes, tubes, scrap materials, wool or ribbon donations, or any other recyclable materials would 

be appreciated. These materials will support the resourcing of our craft and modelling area.  

 

Evidence Me 

We will be sharing your child’s learning journey with you on Evidence Me; this is a chance to see what your child has 

been doing over the week and how you can further support them at home. Please make sure we have an email address 

for you and you have downloaded the app as stated in the letter you were given.  

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

 

Mrs Hopkins and Mrs Bailey 

 

 


